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PREFACE 


Opening Sermon 
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L ave 232 0 29 ve 33 
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Al-hamdu lillaah. Indeed, all praise is due to Allaah. We praise 
Him and seek His help and forgiveness. We seek refuge with 
Allaah from our souls’ evils and our wrong doings. He whom 
Allaah guides, no one can misguide; and he whom He 
misguides, no one can guide. 
0110 10520 ITON [< 
I bear witness that there is no (true) god except Allaah — 
alone without any partners. And I bear witness that 
Muhammad ($$) is His ‘abd (servant) and messenger. ' 


YG asl 5 di 1,57] (tok Gu GD 
VV lyme SIO gale tilly YI S 
«O you who believe! Revere Allaah the right 


1 The above two paragraphs, together with the following three 
portions of Qur’aan, are called Khutbat ul-Haajah (the Sermon of 
Need). Allaah’s Messenger (i) often started his speeches with 
this sermon, and he was keen to teach it to his companions. The 
hadeeths in this regard are recorded by Muslim, Aboo Daawood, 
an-Nasaa'ee, and others, and are narrated by Ibn Mas'ood, Ibn 
‘Abbaas, and others (Ro). A full discussion of the various reports 
of this sermon is provided by al-Albaanee in his booklet, “Khutbat 
ul-Haajah”, published by al-Maktab ul-Islaamee, Beirut. 
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reverence, and do not die except as Muslims.» ' 
7 eae - | Qe z J S fo a oy s Soe s Piri 44, 
oe ee 18%. 80 e 2 7 ae Š - a 30 Oo, ve 2707 70 
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«O people! Revere your Lord who has created 
you from a single soul, created from it its mate, 
and dispersed from both of them many men and 
women. Revere Allaah through whom you 
demand things from one another, and (cherish | 
the ties of) the wombs. Indeed, Allaah is 
ever-watchful over you.» ° 


2 o 2 o o ` kd sg 
o o 3 OT. r o 4, Le 331 £ 37 Kia 1 + 4? PKP 
> o e, 3 S rd pi p 
a a 3 3 + 3 + < A + 
ee aan PA PS Atl 3 PP o 7 JA o 0,0 o E] 
0.10 PE os H oer Paa I 
E 1 “ 


Viy. Ia YI (OU be h 55 


«O you who believe! Revere Allaah and say just 
words. He will then rectify your deeds and 
forgive your sins. He who obeys Allaah and His 
Messenger has certainly achieved a great 
victory.» ° 


2 0 z KU liens wi 5 ; 528 E Toa 
SA sid rm 3 cal WLS Su Jol 2 oh c ARI 
N r 


; 2 Orie “fee o - 
00 Gis N 00) L 
r VP 2 


E E E E ale E ura NG 
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Indeed, the best speech is Allaah's ($£) speech; the best 
guidance is Muhammad's ($) guidance; and the worst matters 


1 Aal ‘Imraan 3:102. 
2 An-Nisaa’ 4:1. 
3 Al-Ahzaab 33:70-71. 
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(in creed and worship) are those innovated (by the people), for 
every innovated matter is a bid'ah (prohibited innovation), and 
every bid'ah is an act of misguidance that (whoever initiated it) 
will reside in the Fire. ' 


A Word to Parents and Educators 
THE GOALS OF TRUE EDUCATION 


True Education is that which improves a person’s knowledge 
and understanding of his Deen. It makes him more aware of the 
purpose of his creation and his role in this life. It builds in his 
heart a strong belief that enables him to distinguish between the 
right and wrong, and a strong eemaan that compels him to abide 
by the right and refrain from the wrong. 

True education is a social necessity. It is a prerequisite for 
attaining success and dignity similar to those that were enjoyed 
by the first Muslim generations. 


FAULTS IN CURRENT ISLAAMIC CURRICULA 


It is indeed sad to see that education, with the above goals, has 
largely vanished from among the Muslims. Most of those who 
took its lead lack in clear Islaamic knowledge and vision. In 
their heart, there is a great void that they attempt to fill with 
numerous imported educational theories, causing a severe 
distortion to the Islaamic identity. 

Verily, a quick review of the available Islaamic curricula, as 
well as the books available for children’s reading, exposes an 
obvious problem. There is an serious confusion in determining 
the right approach and material to present to the children. 

We find that the themes of many Islaamic children’s books 
revolve around magic and superstition, deviant beliefs and 
practices, historical falsehoods and slanders, offensive thought, 


1 Muslim and others have recorded from Jaabir Bin ‘Abdillaah (>) 
that Allaah’s Messenger (E) used to start his speeches with this 
paragraph. | 
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or disguised invitations to religious or ideological beliefs that 
contradict Islaam! 


MENDING THE RIFT 


All of this has prompted us to write for our beloved youth 
books meant to help in filling the current gaps and mending the 
current rifts. 

In these books, as in the rest of our publications, we base the 
material that we present on the authentic sources: Allaah’s Book, 
His Messenger's ($) Sunnah, and the clear understanding of the 
true scholars of Islaam. 

In these books, we use easy language and present the 
concepts in a simplified manner. We do this without 
compromising the accuracy or breadth of coverage. This makes 
these books ideal as textbooks for elementary and intermediate 
school levels. In addition, their attractive appearance and 
numerous exercises make them useful sources of both 
knowledge and entertainment. 

This publication is, therefore, a omille response to our 
realization of a great responsibility: the responsibility of 
bringing forth, before the English speaking youth, reading and 
study materials that refine the Islaamic concepts and present 
Islaam pure and simple, as close as possible to the way that it 
was understood and practiced by its early good pioneers - the 


Salaf. 


Eemaan Made Easy 


The “Eemaan Made Easy” series covers the six pillars of Eemaan 
"mentioned in the hadeeth of Jibreel (81) and elaborates on some 
subjects related to them. The material is well-founded on 
authentic proofs from the Qur’aan and Sunnah. The books are 
written in easy language, making them accessible to individuals 
with limited vocabulary. 

This series covers the six pillars of Eemaan and related 
subjects as follows: 





e VH mviitasa ep rn a e n AS mina 
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. Knowing Allaah 

. Knowing the Angels 

. Knowing Allaah's Books & the Our'aan 

. Knowing Allaah's Prophets & Messengers 
. Knowing the Last Day 

. Belief in Allaah's Decree — Oadar 


ON 01 & D N re 


Each book is structured into chapters, sections, and 
subsection to organize learning and facilitate grasping the 
concepts. Furthermore, each chapter includes exercises to 
emphasize, review, and reinforce the concepts. All of this makes 
the Eemaan Made Easy series a valuable source of reliable study 
material for schools and individuals. 


Technicalities 
TRANSLATING AND TRANSLITERATING ARABIC 


In our attempt to minimize the use of Arabic terms, we use 
transliterated Arabic terms in the following two situations only: 


a) When no English expression is found that can reflect the 
same meaning as the original term. 


b) When it is judged that an Arabic term is of such 
importance that it is essential to familiarize the reader 
with it. 


At the end of this book, we have included a glossary 
defining common Arabic terms that fulfill the above criteria. 

Except for proper nouns, transliterated Arabic terms are 
italicized. In general, the rules of English pronunciation can be 
applied. The following table includes additional symbols 
employed in this book to help pronounce Arabic terms. 
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Symbol English Equivalent Sounds 

aa, Aa (1) Alif Mostly: Man, sad. 
, (long vowel a) | At times: Father, hard, god. 

00, Oo (3) Waaw Root, soup, flute. | 
(long vowel u) 

(5) Yaa’ — | Seed, lean, piece, receive. 
I (long vowel i) 

| The first consonant vocal sound uttered 

(e) Hamzah 



































when saying: at, it or oh. 


| (©) Thad Three, moth. 
No equivalent. Produced in the lower 
H, h (7) Haa" throat, below ”h”. Resembles the sound 
produced after swallowing. 


, l No equivalent. Produced in the back of the 
NES (Ka mouth and top of the throat. 


Th, th 
(ye) Saad KS S sound, Somewhat close to the 
sc” in “muscle”. 
Pt 
Z, z 























Sounds deeper than a “d”. Produced by 
a GR DAME touching the tongue to the mouth's roof. 
(b) Tah Similar but deeper than a ”t”. 
A deeper thaal, produced by touching the 
(4) Zah tip of the tongue to the back of the front 
teeth. 
ee Produced in the bottom of the throat, 
i) Ay underneath “h”. 
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Symbol Stands for English Equivalent Sounds | 


A gurgling sound produced in the back of 
the mouth, just above the khaa’. Similar to - 
the “R” in some french accents. 


(3) Qaaf Somewhat similar to the “c” in “coffee”. 


TRANSLATING AND REFERENCING OUR'AAN AND HADEETH 














Gh, gh (2) Ghayn 













The Our'aan contains Allaah's exact words. These words cannot 
be exactly translated into other languages because of possible ' 
misinterpretations and limited human understanding. When an 
aayah is cited, the Arabic text is quoted followed, between 
double angle quotation marks, by the English meaning in 
«boldface». The meaning is extracted from books of tafseer and 
accessible translations. 

The location of a Qur’aanic citation is specified in a footnote, 
providing the name of the soorah, its number, and the number(s) 
of the aayah(s) cited. 

Similarly, the Arabic text of a hadeeth is quoted first. Its 
meaning is then presented in «boldface», between single angle 
quotation marks. If the hadeeth relates a supplication, we usually 
present, as well, a full transliteration to help pronounce the 
supplication. 

A footnote normally specifies the location of a cited hadeeth 
in the books of Sunnah, as well as its degree of authenticity and 
the names of scholars who made such a judgment. 


NOTABLE UTTERANCES 


Out of love, appreciation, gratitude or other noble feelings, a 

Muslim is encouraged to say certain phrases at the mention of 

Allaah, His messengers, the angels, the sahaabah, or other 

righteous Muslims. We present these phrases in condensed 
Arabic calligraphy as follows: 
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| ate Allaah’s Subhaanahoo wa He is exalted above 
Name ta‘ aalaa. weakness and 
indignity. 
oe Allaah’s ‘Azza wa-jall. May He be exalted 
Name and glorified. 
we Allaah’s Jalla jalaaluh. May His glory be 
Name exalted. 

























Muhammad | Salla 'Llaahu Allaah's peace and 
or other ‘alayhi wa sallam. | praise be on him. 
prophets 


SE) Prophets “Alayh is-Salaam. | Peace be on him. 
and angels 
ity, | | A male | Radhiya 'Llaahu May Allaah be 
companion | ‘anhu. pleased with him. 
ies A female | Radhiya ‘Llaahu May Allaah be 
companion | ‘anhaa. pleased with her. 
WR Two Radhiya ‘Llaahu May Allaah be 
companion | ‘anhumaa. pleased with them. 
Several Radhiya 'Llaahu May Allaah be | 
companions | ‘anhum. pleased with them. 


A scholar Rahimahu ’Llaah. | May Allaah have 











| èl el g 


or righteous mercy on him. 
Muslim. 





When coming across any of these symbols, the reader is 
advised to say the complete phrase in order to obtain the reward 
of saying the appropriate thikr or du‘aa’. 
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CHAPTER 1 
THE THIRD PILLAR 


The Six Pillars of Faith 


In the first book of this series € PILLAR 
(Knowing Allaah), we | | 
discussed the Six Pillars of 
Faith. They were mentionedin | | 
the hadeeth of Jibreel (#4) — & 
when he came to the 
Prophet (8) and asked him col Islaam, Eemaan, 
Ihsaan, and the Last Hour. The Six Pillars are: 





1. Belief in Allaah 2. Belief in the angels 
3. Belief in the books 4. Belief in the messengers 


5. Belief in the Last Day 6. Belief in the gadar. 


We must believe in all of these pillars. Allaah (48) 
mentions the first four of them in the following aayah: 


tell, aly oy J) Jy G Jesh pole) 
YAO äl (alu), $; Sct ds L gal JS 
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«The Messenger (Muhammad) believes in 
what was sent down to him from his Lord 
(Allaah). The believers do too. They all 
believe in Allaah, His angels, His books, 
and His messengers.» ' 


Allaah (8%) also mentions five of the pillars in the 
following: 


0 + A o å < 0 7 
Bie va sie a Ss 3 - % 3S 4 7 o 
3 id! Js 1953 dä oll 6) 
I E a o 50 4 P 470 dh ó K 4 we I 0 - KP 
PY edly WL Gale oe dl oS roll 
N S : f ja o 2. G 
Ne s 4% Gye EN + KERE 
VYY saI €... in J Il ARG 


«Righteousness does not (only) mean that 
you turn your faces toward east or west 
(in the prayer); righteousness is believing 
in Allaah, the Last Day, the angels, the 
books (of Allaah), and the prophets, ...» 


Anyone who does not believe in every single one of 
these pillars is not a true believer. Allaah (88) says: 


mad, wy ah KL SI LS a) 
A claw] (CO i Sie Ja wis 5 
«Anyone who does not believe in Allaah, 


1 Soorat al-Baqarah 2:285. 
2 Soorat al-Baqarah 2:177. 
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His angels, His books, His messengers, or 
the Last Day, is surely greatly 
misguided.» ` 


A true believer must believe in all of Allaah's books. 
Believing in the books that Allaah revealed is the third 
pillar of belief. This is our subject of study in this book. 


Knowing the Books 
THE REVELATION (OR WAHY) 


An important pillar of our faith is 
believing that Allaah (8%) sent down 
(or revealed) books to His 
messengers. The messengers used 
the books to teach their nations and 
guide them to the right path. Allaah (8%) commands us 
to believe in His books. He says: 





sil Ii; 30 1iuli 1455 a 10 
VN Lai (JS oe Ui gall ss aly a fi 


«D you who believe, believe in Allaah, 
His Messenger, the Book that He revealed 
to His Messenger, and the books that He 


1 Soorat an-Nisaa’ 4:136. 
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revealed before.» ' 


The books that Allaah sent down are part of His 
“revelations”. In Arabic, “revelation” means “wahy”. 
The revelations are sometimes in the form of books Or 
sheets, which are also called ”scriptures”. 

After the messengers received the 
revelations from Allaah, their 
followers wrote them down and 
made them into books or sheets. But 
sometimes, the messengers received * 
them already written, as in the case 
of Moosaa (%3) who received the Tawraah from Aksai 
written on little boards. 

Not all of the revelations that Allaah (ae) sent to His 
Messengers were in the form of written scriptures. 
Sometimes, they were instructions (or teachings) that 
Allaah inspired (or taught) directly to the prophets. 
Inspirations are teachings that are put into the hearts of 
the prophets, but not in book-form. 

For example, Allaah ($$) revealed to his Last 
Messenger, Muhammad (8%), the Book called the 
Our'aan. He also inspired him with other things that 
are not part of the Book. They are called the Sunnah. 
The Sunnah consists of everything that the Prophet (#8) 
said or did. 








a 1 Soorat an-Nisaa’ 4:136. 
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TEACHINGS OF THE REVELATIONS 


Allaah's revelations carried the most useful knowledge 
to people. For example, they contained: 


* Instructions from Allaah (3) telling the people what 
to do in this life: How to have good manners, 
perform correct worship, and avoid sins. 


Stories about the previous nations and prophets, 
showing how Allaah (4%) rewarded the — 
and punished the disobedient. 


* Information about the next life: resurrection, 
judgment, Jannah, and Hell. 


The only way for us to truly know about Allaah's 
books is through what He tells us in His Last Book, the 
< Qur'aan, and in the Sunnah of His Last Prophet 
Muhammad ($$). 

We should learn about Allaah’s books and 
understand, as much as possible, what is in them. 

From our knowledge about Allaah's books, we can 
learn the answers to many important guestions that we 
may wonder about. For example: 


* We can learn what things are common to all of the 
books. 


* We can learn what Allaah told His previous 
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messengers, and what they told their people. 


* We can learn how the kuffaar (nonbelievers) of the 
past changed the books that Allaah gave them. 


* We can learn that Allaah sent the Last Book, the 
Our'aan, that no one can change. 


We can learn many other things that will be discussed 
in this book — inshaa’ Allaah. 





Knowing Allaah's Books 7 | The Third Pillar 


Ouestions and Exercises 





1. In the following table, check all true 
statements (10 points): 


Co e 2 
a There are five pillars of faith. | | 
b We must believe in all of the pillars of faith. N 


Belief in Allaah's books is one of the pillars o 
faith. 







“Wahy” includes all teachings that Allaah sent 
down an revealed to the messengers. 





We do not need to believe in any scripture othe 
than the Qur’aan. 








We can only learn about Allaah’s books from the 
historians. 


The messengers used their scriptures to teac 
and guide their nations. 
The scriptures are - a part of Allaah' 
i sg 
The messengers always received their scripture 
written on boards or tablets. 

j | The Qur'aan and the Sunnah were both inspired | 
to the Prophet Muhammad ($$). | 


VJ CA CA KG 
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2. Mention three main subjects that are taught in 
Allaah's books (6 points): 


3. Mention three benefits of learning about Allaah's 
books (6 points): 








CHAPTER 2 
THE BOOKS THAT WE KNOW 


Allaah Revealed Many Books 


Allaah (3£) tells us that He sent revelations to each one 
of His prophets. He says: 
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«Say, “We believe in Allaah, and what 
was revealed to us, and what was 
revealed to Ibraaheem, Ismaa'eel, Is-haaq, 
Ya'goob, and the Sons (of Ya'goob), and 
what was given to Moosaa and ‘Eesaa, 
and what was given to the prophets from 
their Lord — we make no difference 
between any them, and we submit 
ourselves to Him (Allaah).”» ' 


1 Soorat al-Bagarah 2:136. 
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Allaah (8%) also says: 
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«We have surely revealed to you, like We 
revealed to Nooh and the prophets after 
him. We also revealed to Ibraaheem, 
Ismaa'eel, Is-haag, Ya'goob, the Sons (of 
Ya'goob), 'Eesaa, Ayyoob, Yoonus, 
Haaroon, and Sulaymaan. We also gave to 
Daawood a Zaboor.» ` 


Allaah’s revelations are teachings 
that He told to His prophets to guide 
their nations and show them what to 
do in their life. 

As we Said in the previous s chapter, 
the revelations were sometimes in the 
form of unwritten inspirations. Other times, the 
revelations that Allaah (8%) gave to His prophets were 
in the form of books or scriptures. 

Allaah mentions in the above aayah that He revealed 
a Zaboor to Daawood. Similarly, Allaah says to the 





1 Soorat an-Nisaa' 4:163. 
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Prophet Muhammad (888): 
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«He sent down to you the Book in truth, 
confirming the books that preceded it. 
Before that, He had sent down the 
Tawraah and the Injeel as guidance for 
the people. He also sent (in the books) 
what tells right from wrong.» ' 


Allaah (4£) did not tell us the names 
of all the books that He (8£) sent down <<= 
to His messengers. He only told us of a == 
few that we will discuss below. > 

The followers:of a prophet who 
received a book from Allaah would normally be called 
“Ahl-ul-Kitaab” which means “People of the Book” or 
“People of the Scripture”. However, all books prior to 
the Our'aan have been totally lost through time — 
except for the books of the Jews and the Christians. 
Because of this, the term ”Ahl-ul-Kitaab” in the Qur'aan 
and the Sunnah only refers to the Christians, the Jews, 
or both. 





1 Soorat Aal-‘Imraan 3:3-4. 
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The Scriptures of Ibraaheem 


The scriptures that Allaah (%) sent down to 
Ibraaheem (g) were in the form of sheets (suhuf). In 
early times, there was no paper. People wrote on 
leather, wood, and other things. They would usually 
write on separate sheets or leafs that were not bound 


into books. Allaah (4£) says: 
to O IN stl jäl 136 5 
VASA AV CO I 


«This surely is mentioned in the early 
hrpiure + — the sheets of Ibraaheem and 
Moosaa.» 


Allaah also says: 
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«Or, has he (the nonbeliever) not been 
told about what was in the sheets of 
-Moosaa, and also (the sheets of) 
Ibraaheem who delivered the complete 
message?» ? 


o 


) 


1 Soorat al-A'laa 87:18-19. 
2 Soorat an-Najm 53:36-37. 
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This aayah indicates that Ibraaheem (%4) delivered 
to the people the complete teachings and advices that 
he received from Allaah (48). 


The Tawraah 


Moosaa (š) was sent to teach and lead the Jews. The 
Jews are sometimes called the Children of Israel 
because they descend from Ya'goob (x). Ya'goob had 
another name, Israa'eel. There are many other Säkä 
that Allaah sent to the Jews. 

The book that Allaah (4£) revealed to Moosaa (3) 
is called the Tawraah (or Torah). Sometimes, Allaah 
mentions it by name, and sometimes He only calls it 
“sheets” (suhuf) or “book” (kitaab). Allaah (88) says: 


w 
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«We gave Moosaa the book and made it a 
guidance for the Children of Israel.» ' 


And Allaah (48) says: 
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«We have surely sent down the Turah 
There was in it guidance and light.» * 


1 Soorat al-Israa’ 17:2. | 
2 Soorat al-Maa'idah 5:44. 
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The Zaboor 


Daawood (%5) was also from the Children of Israel. 
Allaah sent down to him a book called “Zaboor”. In 
English, it is called ”Psalms”. 

In Arabic, zabara has the same meaning as kataba: 
wrote. Similarly, zaboor has the same meaning as kitaab: 
book. When ”zaboor” is mentioned in the Qur'aan, it 
sometimes means ”book” or ”scripture”, but most 
often, it means the book of Daawood. 

Allaah (3$) Sa 
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«We have surely made some prophets 
better than others, and We gave Daawood 
a Zaboor (or book).» ` 


Allaah (88) also says: 
aM 5 S Boe aati 5 CES UH) 
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«We have surely written in the Zaboor, 
after the Previous Mention, that the Land 


2 
(= 


1 Soorat al-Israa’ 17:55. 
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will be inherited (or won) by My 
righteous servants.» ' 


In this aayah, the “Previous Mention” or “Thikr” has 


two possible true meanings: 


1. Moosaa's book, the Tawraah, preceded the Zaboor 


and mentioned similar things. Similar to the 
Qur'aan, the Tawraah was a thikr because it 
reminded the people about Allaah and eae them 
to Him. 


. Before its revelation, the Zaboor was in the 


Preserved Tablet (al-Lawh ul-Mahfooz). Al-Lawh ul- 
Mahfooz is a great record in the heavens. It is like a 
book of countless volumes. Allaah (8) included in 
it a tremendous amount of knowledge. For example, 
it contains all of the original books that Allaah 
revealed. It also contains all details about what is to 
happen in this world from its beginning until the 
Last Hour. 


When Allaah revealed one of His books, the angels - 


copied it down from al-Lawh ul-Mahfooz in the heavens 
and brought it down to earth. 


1 


Soorat al-Anbiyaa’ 21:105. 
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The Injeel 


‘Eesaa (#84!) is called “Jesus” in English. He is the last 
prophet that Allaah ($£) sent to the Children of Israel. 
Allaah gave him a book called the Injeel (or Gospel). 
Allaah (88) says: 
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«And We sent, following in their (the 
previous prophets’) footsteps, ‘Eesaa the 
son of Maryam. He confirmed the 
Tawraah that preceded him. We also gave 
him the Injeel that contained guidance 
and light. It confirmed the Tawraah that 
came before it and contained guidance 
and advice for the pious.» ' | 


Allaah (8%) also says: 
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1 Soorat al-Maa'idah 5:46. 
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«We surely sent Nooh and Ibraaheem (as 
prophets) and gave their descendants (or 
children) prophethood and scripture. But 
only some of them were guided (to good), 
and many of them rejected (the guidance). 
Then We sent after them Our (other) 
messengers, and We followed them with 
'Eesaa the son of Maryam and gave him 
the Injeel.» ' 


And Allaah (88) says: 
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«And (mention) when (on Judgment Day) 
Allaah will say, “O ‘Eesaa, Son of 
Maryam, remember My favor upon you 
and your mother: I supported you with 
the Pure Spirit (Jibreel), you spoke to the 
people in the cradle and as an adult, and 
I taught you writing and wisdom and the 


1 Soorat al-Hadeed 57:26-27. 
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Tawraah and the Injeel.”» ' 
And Allaah (8) says: 
EN ole JI (O LAN KAN, Saig CST LAs > 


«(The angels also told Maryam,) “And He 
(Allaah) will teach him (your son 'Eesaa) 
writing and wisdom and the Tawraah and 
the Injeel.”» ? 


1 Soorat al-Maa'idah 5:110. 
2 Soorat Aal ‘Imraan 3:48. 
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Questions and Exercises 





1. In the following table, check all true 
statements (13 points): 


Statement -T 


ND only gives revelation to only some of Hi 
| sä raat 


b | The sons The sons of Moosaa received revelation, —— Moosaa received revelation. 


The prophets used their revelations to = 
their nations. 


We know the names of all the books that Allaa 
revealed. 

















“People of the Book” means “people who kno 
how to read”. 


The suhuf of Ibraaheem and Moosaa were of the 
oe scriptures. 

g |Ibraaheem (%3) delivered the ‘Tbraaheem (ii) delivered the complete message. message] 
err aae Allaah made some prophets better than others. Allaah made some prophets better than others. | 
'Eesaa was from the descendants of Nooh and 

Ibraaheem. 
j | Eesaa was taught the Injeel but did not kno 
the Tawraah. 


'Eesaa spoke when he was a newborn. 8 
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N Statement 
3 “Zaboor” means “book”. + 


m| Among the revealed books are, the Qur'aan, the 
Ingeel, the Tawraah, and the Arabian Nights. 
















2. Match each book on the right with the corresponding 
prophet from the list on the left. (5 points) 


Al-Our'aan 

At-Tawraah 
Al-Injeel 

As-Suhuf - 


3. Describe al-Lawh ul-Mahfooz. (4 points) 


















Moosaa 
'Eesaa 

















CHAPTER 3 
WHAT IS IN ALLAAH'S BOOKS 


The Books that Allaah (38) revealed 
before the Qur'aan taught many 
important things. But they were 
changed by the people over time, and a / a. 
lot of the good things in them were lost. == 

But Allaah (8%) tells us in the Qur'aan 

some of the important teachings that were in His 
previous books. | 





Some Teachings of the Books 
THEY CONTAINED GUIDANCE 
Allaah (28) sends His books to guide us to what is 
good for us in our life, and to warn us from what is 
bad for us. So, Allaah's books contain guidance. 
Allaah (8%) says: 
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= «We have surely sent down the Tawraah. 


21 
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There was guidance and light in it.» ` 
And Allaah says: 
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«We gave icona the book and made it a 
guidance for the Children of Israel.» * 


THEY TOLD ABOUT MUHAMMAD AND HIS COMPANIONS 


The books that Allaah (88) gave to the previous 
prophets told the people about our Prophet 
Muhammad (8). The books taught them that 
Muhammad (Æ) will guide them to doing good and 
— keeping away from evil. The books taught them that if 
they lived to see Muhammad (8), they should follow 
him. Allaah (38) says: 
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1 Soorat al-Maa'idah 5:44. 
2 Soorat al-Israa’ 17:2. 
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«Those who follow the Messenger, the 
Unlettered Prophet *, whom they find 
mentioned in what they have of the 
Tawraah and Injeel. He commands them 
to do the right things, forbids them from 
doing wrong things, makes the good 
things (like good foods) halaal (lawful) 
for them, makes the evil things (like pig 
and wine) haraam (forbidden) for them, 
and relieves them of their burden and the 
chains that were upon them ^. So those 
who will believe in him, respect him, 
support him, and follow the light that 
was sent down with him — it is those 
who will be truly successful.» * 


The previous books also told about the sahaabah (or 
companions) of the Prophet (#). Allaah (8%) says: 
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This means that he does not read or write. 

2 This means that he will make their religion simple and easy to 
follow. 

3 Soorat al-An'aam 7:157. 
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«Muhammad is the Messenger of Allaah; 
and those who are with him are mighty 
against the kuffaar (nonbelievers) and 
merciful to each other. You see them 
bowing in rukoo' and sujood in order to 
get favors from Allaah and please Him. 
They have marks on their faces (or 
foreheads) because of sujood. That is how 
they are described in the Tawraah. And 
they are described in the Injeel as a plant 
giving new branches and helping them 
grow firm and stand upon their stems. 
This delights the farmers, and He (Allaah) 
will annoy the kuffaar by them. Allaah 
has promised those of them who believe 
and do poog deeds VUN and great 
rewards.» 





THEY TAUGHT THE PEOPLE HOW TO JUDGE 


In His books, Allaah (28) told His prophets and their 


1 Soorat al-Fat-h 48:29. 
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followers how to judge among the people. He (88) 
says: 
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«We have surely sent down the Tawraah. 
There was in it guidance and light. The 
prophets who obeyed Allaah judged the 
Jews by it; also the rabbis and priests 
(judged by it after the prophets) because 
they were entrusted to protect Allaah’s 
scripture, and they were witnesses on 
that ... And whoever does not judge by 
what Allaah has revealed, he is of the 
nonbelievers.» ' 


Allaah told in the Tawraah what punishment is due 
for different crimes. A killer is killed, a person who 
knocks out another person’s eye loses his eye, and so 
on. Allaah (4) says: 
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1 Soorat al-Maa'idah 5:44. 
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«We commanded them in it (the 
Tawraah): a life for a life, an eye for an 
eye, a nose for a nose, an ear for an ear, a 
tooth for a tooth, and wounds equal for 
equal. But whoever gives up his right as 
charity, it will be an expiation 
(forgiveness of sins) for him. And 
whoever does not judge by what Allaah 
has revealed, he is of the wrong-doers.» ' 


THEY CALLED TO SACRIFICING FOR ALLAAH 


In His books, Allaah (88) tells the believers that they 
should be ready to sacrifice for His sake. Those who 
sacrifice for Allaah will be given Jannah. Allaah (4£) 
says: | 
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1 Soorat al-Maa'idah 5:45. 
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«Allaah has surely bought from the 
believers their lives and properties in 
exchange for Jannah. They are required to 
fight for the cause of Allaah, so that they 
would kill (their enemies) or be killed (as 
martyrs). This is a true promise from Him 
that came in the Tawraah, the Injeel, and 
the Qur'aan. And who is more true to his 
promise than Allaah? So be glad about 
the deal that you made (with Allaah); and 


this is the great success.» ' 
THEY TAUGHT THAT THE FINAL VICTORY IS FOR THE RIGHTEOUS 


Allaah (8%) gives power and victory to the believers. 
This was mentioned in the Zaboor. Allaah (48) says: 
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«We have surely written in the Zaboor, 
after the Previous Mention, that the Land 
will be inherited by My righteous 
servants.» 


This aayah tells us that the good believers are the 
ones who will have the final victory on Earth. More 


1 Soorat at-Tawbah 9:111. 
2 Soorat al-Anbtyaa’ 21:105. 
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importantly, they are the ones who will win Jannah in 
the next life. 


THEY REMINDED OF THE IMPORTANCE OF THE NEXT LIFE 


The pleasures and happiness of Jannah in the next life 
are far better than the pleasures of this life. In this life, 
there is pain and suffering. In Jannah, there is none of. 
that. Also, our life in this world is very short. But the 
life of the hereafter lasts forever. It would be foolish to 
prefer the pleasures of this world over the pleasures of 
Jannah. Yet, most people do that, because they are 
weak and are blinded by the pleasures of this life. 
Allaah (8%) mentions this in the Qur'aan and tells us 
that it was also in the previous scriptures: 
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— «You rather prefer the life of this world. 
But the last life is better and lasts longer. 
This surely is also mentioned in the early 
scriptures — the scriptures of Ibraaheem > 
and Moosaa.» ' 


1 Soorat al-A‘laa 87:16-19. 
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THEY TOLD THAT EVERYONE IS RESPONSIBLE FOR HiS OWN SINS | 


Our deeds, good or bad, are written in our record. 
There is no mistake in this. No one will find his sins 
"given to someone else, or someone else's sins given to 
him. Allaah (28) is most Fair, and He will judge us 
according to what WE did. Allaah (8%) mentioned this 
in his previous books: 
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«Or, has he (the nonbeliever) not been 
told about what was in the scriptures of 
Moosaa, and also of Ibraaheem who 
delivered the complete message — that no 
one will carry someone else's weight (of 
sins), and that no human being will get 
rewards except for what he did, and that 
his work will be seen (on Judgment 
Day)?» ` 





People Must Follow The Books 


We have to completely follow our Book: the Our'aan. 





1 Soorat an-Najm 53:36-54. 
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Similarly, the people of the previous prophets had to 
completely follow their books. If they did, they would 
be rewarded; and if they did not, they would be 
punished. 


REWARDS FOR FOLLOWING THE BOOKS | 


The most important reward for following Allaah's 
books is guidance. Allaah (88) says: 
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«And We sent, following in their 
footsteps, 'Eesaa the son of Maryam 
(Mary). He confirmed the Tawraah that 
came before him. We also gave him the 
Injeel that contained guidance and light. 
It confirmed the Tawraah that came 
before it, and contained guidance and 
admonishment for the pious.» ' 


When we are guided, we do righteous deeds that 


lead to happiness and success in this life and to Jannah 
in the next life. 


1 Soorat al-Maa'idah 5:46. 
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Allaah would have also given them food and joy from 
everywhere, from the sky above them, and from the 


earth underneath them. 





Allaah (88) says: 
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«If only they had followed the Tawraah, 
the Ingeel, and what has now been 
revealed to them from their Lord (the 
Qur’aan), they would surely have gotten 
food from above them and from beneath 
their feet. Among them is a moderate (or 
good) community, but many of them do 





Chapter 3 32 Eemaan Made Easy - 3 





evil deeds.» ! 
PUNISHMENT FOR NOT FOLLOWING THE Books 


We have seen that Allaah’s books are full of 
goodness and benefits, and that following Ree 
them brings many rewards. Only a foolish 
person would decide not to follow them. 

When some people refuse to follow the 
guidance that Allaah (3%) sent to them and 
they neglect His books, He becomes angry 
with them and punishes them. 

Many of the Jews did not follow their book. This 
made Allaah (§#) angry with them, and He said that 
they are like a donkey that carries on its back 
important books without benefitting from them. 
Allaah (48) says: | 
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«The example of those who were given 
_ the Tawraah but did not follow it is like 
a donkey carrying volumes of books.» * 


This is true about any person who does not follow 
the Book that Allaah (8&) gave him. He would be as 


1 Soorat al-Maa'idah 5:66. 
2 Soorat al-Jumu'ah 62:5. 
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ignorant as a donkey — possessing books of wisdom 
would not make him wise. 

Many people who do not follow Allaah’s books are 
punished by becoming more sinful and disbelieving. 
They become totally blinded from seeing the truth. 
Allaah (8%) says: | 
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«Say (O Muhammad), “O People of the 
Scripture, you have nothing (no guidance) 
until you act upon the Tawraah, the | 
Injeel, and what has now been revealed to 
you from your Lord (the Our'aan).” 

Surely, for many of them, what has 
been revealed to you (O Muhammad) 
from your Lord will only add to their 
sinning and disbelief. So do not be SOITY 
for the nonbelieving people.» 


REJECTING ALLAAH'S JUDGMENT 


We have seen earlier that those who do not judge by 


1 Soorat al-Maa'idah 5:68. 
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what Allaah revealed are wrongdoers, and that they 
are like the nonbelievers. 

Some of the Jews came to he Prophet 
Muhammad ($$) asking him to judge among them — 
even though they had the judgment written in their 
books, and they did not follow it. So Allaah (38) 
revealed: 
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«How is it that they come to you for 
judgment while they have the Tawraah 
that has Allaah’s judgment? Yet even after 


that, they turn away — for those are not 
true believers.» | 


Similarly, the followers of ”Eesaa (88) were 
supposed to judge by what Allaah (W) revealed. 
Allaah says: 
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«And let the People of the Injeel judge by 
what Allaah has revealed in it. Whoever 
does not judge by what Allaah has 


1 Soorat al-Maa'idah 5:43. 
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revealed, he is one of the disobedient (to 
Allaah).» ; 


CHANGING ALLAAH'S BOOKS 


In addition to not following Allaah's books, some 
people do more evil: they change the books so that no 
one would be able to tell what Allaah actually said. 
This is one of the greatest sins and acts of kufr 
(disbelief). 

Some of the Jews made up 
writings and said that these writings 
were part of the Tawraah. They x J = 
changed Allaah’s words, and this MSN | 
made Him extremely angry with. —= 
them. He (43%) says: | 


aol ‘am peak iy SAS dll J 
Kävi Db gl es 


«A great punishment to those who write 
the scripture with their own hands and 
then say that it is from Allaah, seeking by 
that to earn some little money. They 
deserve a great punishment because of 
what their hands wrote, and because of 





1 Soorat al-Maa'idah 5:47. | 
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what they earned.» ' 


Anyone who changes Allaah’s words deserves a 
great punishment, especially when they do it in order 
to please the wicked people and gain some money. 


PUNISHMENT FOR NOT FOLLOWING THE LAST BOOK 


Allaah (8%) ordered the People of the Scripture to 
accept the Qur’aan and follow it. If they do not do this, 
He will severely punish them. Allaah (88) says: 


o 
wd 


â oe M ge 3 sa P o Br ak, tae 2 ° 3 EL ae suet 
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«O you who were given the Scripture, 
believe in what We have now sent down 
(to Muhammad), confirming what you 
have (in your books), before We wipe out 
(your) faces and turn them backward *, or 
curse them as We cursed those who broke 


1 Soorat al-Baqarah 2:79. | 
2 Turning their faces backward means making them face the wrong 
direction so as not to see the guidance or benefit from it. 
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their Sabbath'. Surely, Allaah's 
commands are always fulfilled.» * 


What to Do with Allaah's Books 
WE ONLY FOLLOW THE OUR'AAN 


The last book from Allaah is the Our'aan. All Muslims 
are reguired to believe in it, respect it, and follow it. 

As for the previous books from Allaah (38), we 
should believe that they were sent down by Allaah. At 
one time, they were correct. But they were later 
changed by evil people. Because of this, we cannot 
follow them. Also, there is no need to follow them 
because the Qur'aan covers all of their teachings and © 
more. | i 

Jaabir Bin ‘Abdillaah ($) reported that once ‘Umar 
Bin al-Khattaab (4) took from a Jew a sheet of the 
Tawraah. He started reading from it in front of the 
Prophet (4), and the Prophet (88) became very - 
and said: 


K sä) ok onl gi SON al L s Tea 


z 
oe 
x | 


C. a Y aawa be « ee ged 


a 
an 


D 


1 The Sabbath is a day of the week (Saturday) on which Allaah 
commanded the Jews to rest and avoid working. Some of them 
disobeyed Allaah and broke their Sabbath, which led to their 

© severe punishment. 

2 Soorat an-Nisaa’ 4:47. 
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<Do You have doubts about what I taught 
you, O Son of al-Khattaab? By the One 
Who has my soul in His hand (Allaah), I 
brought it (the religion) to you clear and 
pure; and if my brother Moosaa were 
alive, he would have had no choice but to 
follow me.» 


NEITHER BELIEVE NOR DISBELIEVE! 


We saw above that the People of the Scripture have 
changed their books. The books that they now have are 
not exactly what was revealed by Allaah. They contain 
some truth mixed with some falsehood. This applies to 
the Tawraah, the Zaboor, and the Injeel: All three of 
them (plus many others) are usually contained in one 
book that the Christians call “the Holy Book” or “the 
Bible”. 

When we hear or read something from the Bible, we 
should be careful and should not quickly say that it is 
right or wrong. We should remember that there are 
three possibilities: 


1. If what we read agrees with Islaam, it may be truly 
from Allaah. But we cannot be sure that Allaah said 
it. 


2. If it does not clearly agree or disagree with Islaam, 


1 Recorded by Ahmad, ad-Daarimee, and others. Verified to be 
authentic by al-Albaanee (in Irwaa’ ul-Ghaleel no. 1589). 
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we say that it could possibly be Allaah's saying, but 
we cannot be sure of this either. 


3. If it disagrees with Islaam, it cannot be from Allaah. 


Abu Hurayrah (48) reported that the Jews used to 
read the Tawraah in Hebrew and then explain it in 
Arabic to the Muslims. So the Prophet ($) warned: 


3 ja p | 
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«Do not believe the People of the Book 
and do not disbelieve them. Just say to 
them, “We believe in Allaah and what 
was revealed to us and what was revealed 
to you.”» ' 


1 Recorded by al-Bukhaaree (4485, 7362, 7542). 
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Questions and Exercises 





1. In the following table, check all true 
statements (11 points): 


E Statement 


Allaah's previous books told about some — 
that were to happen in the future. 


Allaah’s previous books taught that one ve 









sacrifice for Allaah's sake. 





Allaah's previous books told who will be the 
true winner. 


a 





Allaah's previous books taught the people that 
they did not have to follow the Prophet 
Muhammad ($). 


Allaah's previous books taught the people that 
ae can share each other's sins. 











i We must PIN ma m by what Allaah revealed. 






g Allaah Allaah only fulfills His promise sometimes. fulfills His promise sometimes. 


h | Allaah gives good life to those WHO follow ae 
books. 


A donkey can eene wise by carrying big 
books on its back. 
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Statement 


en of the People of the Scripture ao 


their books. 


k | Allaah may wipe out the faces of those who do 
not follow His books. 





2. Check all forms of knowledge that were surely 
contained in Allaah’s previous books (24 points): 


Knowledge ins | 
Wisdom | 
Astronomy | 


The Last Day g 














Guidance 









Mathematics 


Musie | 
| Judgi ging among 
people 


3. Explain briefly what it means that Allaah's books 
contained light. (4 points) 










Description of the 
Prophet Muhammad. 
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4. Mention what we should do when reading 
something from the previous books in each of the 
following cases (6 points): 


1. If what we read disagrees with Islaam. 
2. If what we read agrees with Islaam. 
3. If what we read neither seems to agree or disagree with Islaam. 


5. Mention five things that the Tawraah and Injeel said 
about the Prophet Muhammad (88) (10 points): 














6. Mention two important things that the Tawraah 
contained (4 points): 
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7. Mention six things that the Tawraah and Injeel said 
about the sahaabah (ie) (12 points): 


8. Mention at least three things that were in 
Ibraaheem’s (%4) message: (6 points): 
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9. Mention four important things that the Injeel 
contained (8 points): 


Ka 








CHAPTER 4 
THE LAST BOOK 


The Last Book from Allaah (48) 
is that which He revealed to 
His Last Messenger 
Muhammad ($$). It is most 
commonly known as the 
Our'aan — even though it has veroa other names. It 
is the Book of complete guidance. It has all of the 
wisdom contained in the previous books — and more. 
It is the book that Allaah (4§) promised to protect from 


changes and harm. No human being or jinn can write 
a book like it. 





Names of the Last Book 


Allaah’s last book has different names. In this section, 
we learn the most common of these names. 


THE QUR’AAN 
The first and most common name for the Last Book is 


“the Qur'aan”. Allaah (8) used this name in many 
places of His Book. For example, He says: 


45 
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V 540 sd Sal ~ a) 
«Qaaf '. By the Glorious Qur'aan.» ? 


And Allaah W says: 


«This Qur'aan i aiia to all that i is- 
better.» ` 


In the original Arabic language, the words ”giraa'ah” 
and “gur’aan” both mean “reading” or “recitation”. 
Allaah's last Book is called “the Qur'aan” because it is 
read or recited. But the word “Qur'aan” is now only 
used for Allaah's Last Book, and we may not use it to 
describe other books or other reading material. 


THE KITAAB (BOOK) 


Because the Qur’aan is written as a book, it is 
sometimes called al-Kitaab, which means, “the Book”. 
Allaah (48) says: 


VN LAJI (O GE ga sn LEST U 5 O J) 


1 Allaah (4) starts twenty-nine of the soorahs of the Qur'aan with 
= separate Arabic letters like these. Only Allaah knows the reason 
and meaning of these letters in the beginning of the soorahs. 
2 Soorat Qaaf 50:1. 
3 Soorat al-Israa’ 17:9. 
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«Alif, laam, meem. This is the (true) Book; 
there is no doubt about it. It is a guidance 
for the pious (the good people).» ' 


And Allaah (48) says: 
YH) gO mui Ki, O ao) 
«Haa, meem. By the den Book.» * 
THE FURQAAN (CRITERION) 


The Qur'aan is also called the “Furqaan” or 
“Criterion”. A “criterion” is something that separates 
between truth and falsehood, and this is what the 
Qur'aan does. Allaah (8%) says: 


N GUN Coste le SEAT UE yl OD 


«Blessed is He Who sent down al-Furqaan 
upon His servant.» ` 


THE THIKR (REMINDER) 


The Qur'aan is the ”Thikr”, which means “Message” or 
“Reminder”. It is a Message from Allaah (8%) to his 
creation, and it reminds them of what they are 


1 Soorat al-Baqarah 2:1-2. 
2 Soorat ad-Dukhaan 44:1-2. 
3 Soorat al-Furgaan 25:1. 





Chapter 4 = 48 Eemaan Made Easy - 3 


supposed to do in this life. Allaah (8%) says: 
4 ak! (OG läs AU, CSU WE 355 UD 


«Surely, it is We who have sent down the 
Ihikr; and M it is We who will gaurd 
it.» 


We learned earlier that the ”Thikr” could also mean 
the big Book in the heavens that has all other books 
written in it. The ”Thikr” in the heavens is the 
reminder that contains all of the reminders that Allaah © 
sent down. The “Thikr” on Earth is the Last Reminder 
from Allaah to the people. 


Qualities of the Last Book 


Allaah (8%) describes the Qur'aan with many excellent 
descriptions. We saw above that it is a glorious and 
clear book. Allaah describes it with many other 
wonderful qualities, such as that it is a noble and wise 
book. In what follows we look at some other qualities 
of the Qur’aan. 


IT IS CURE AND MERCY 


The Qur’aan is a book of cure and mercy. It cures the 
diseases of the soul. It even cures some of the diseases 


1 Soorat al-Hijr 15:9. 
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of the body. It is from Allaah who created us and 
knows what is best for our souls and bodies. 

It is also a mercy from Allaah to the believers, 
because it helps them and protects them in different 
ways. Allaah (88) says: 


“on mli tbs is s sal on JE 


«We send down of the Our aan that which 
is cure and mercy for the believers. But it 
does not increase the wrongdoers except 
in loss.» ' 


Thus the Our'aan is has great benefits for the 
believers. But it does not help the wrongdoers and 
kuffaar. Rather, it adds to their loss, because they have 
a great book but are not willing to benefit from it. 


IT GIVES ADMONISHMENT AND GUIDANCE 


The Our'aan is a book of guidance and admonishment. 
Allaah v says: 


OV one 94 EO seal bay's gb nall 5 


1 Soorat al-Israa’ 17:82. 
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«O people, there has come to you an 
admonishment from your Lord, and a cure 
for what is in the breasts, and guidance 
and mercy for the believers.» * 


This aayah mentions that the Qur’aan brings cure 
and mercy. It also tells us that the Qur’aan brings 
admonishment and guidance to the believers. 

In the next section, we will learn some more about 
the guidance of the Our'aan. 


IT WARNS AND GIVES GooD NEWS 


The Our'aan gives good news to the believers. It gives 
news of victory and success, and news of a wonderful 
life in Jannah. It also warns the people from Allaah's 
anger, punishment, and Hell. Allaah (8£) says: 


£ kä (O yas Vegi MES (ajeli No) Let 


«(The Our'aan is revealed) as a giver of 
good news and a warner; but most of the 
people turn away so they do not hear.» ° 


IT IS A PROOF AND A LIGHT 


The Our'aan contains strong proofs that show us why 
the wrong is so bad and why the right is so good. It is 


1 Soorat Yoonus 10:57. 
2 Soorat Fussilat 41:4. 
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a clear light that helps us see our way in the darkness 
of this life. Allaah ($$) says: 


je) 4 3 3 A 
74° N o zá Z | o I 17 0 4 I wat z 2E 
IBI POS JAU. pS ele ó wld! GO) 
4 å 7 ST ae 


«O people, there has come to you a strong 
proof from your Lord, and we have sent 
down to you a clear light.» ' 


IT IS IN ARABIC 


The Qur’aan was revealed in the Arabic language. The 
Arabic language is a powerful language that allows 
one to say things in many different ways. It is a 
language of poetry and nice speech. So Allaah chose 
the best language for His best Book. Allaah (48) says: 


Yokoi (O hki pä Gio URA LE lad Lisp 
«It (the Our'aan) is a book whose aayaat 
have been well explained — a Our'aan in 
Arabic for people who know.» * 


IT Is EASY TO UNDERSTAND AND REMEMBER 


Allaah (8%) made the Qur'aan easy to understand, and 


1 Soorat an-Nisaa’ 4:174. 
2 Soorat Fussilat 41:3. 
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made it possible for the Muslims to memorize it. 


He (25) says: 
VY oll OS Se ope gd S AU Sle GLS JAN) 


«We have surely made the Our'aan easy 
to understand and remember; so is there 
any who will remember (the advice)?» ' 


We see now that there are countless people on Earth 
who know and memorize the Our'aan. They are far 
more than those who memorize any other book. 


IT IS THE BEST BOOK 


The Our'aan contains the best of what is in 
Allaah’s (a) earlier books. It agrees with the earlier 
books and calls to believing in them. It also has new 
and better things.that were not in the DOORS that came 
before it. Allaah (48) says: | 
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«And we have sent down to you the Book 
in truth, agreeing with the scripture that 
came before it and superceding over it.» * 


1 Soorat al-Qamar 54:17. 
2 Soorat al-Maa'idah 5:48. 
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“Superceding” means that the Our'aan is better and 
more complete than any previous book. So it replaces 
all other scriptures. 


Book of Guidance 
IT GUIDES THE BELIEVERS 


We saw earlier that the glorious Qur’aan is a book of 
guidance. It invites us to think about Allaah’s (38) 
creation and power. It tells us the difference between 
halaal (allowed) and haraam (prohibited) matters. It 
invites us to do good and avoid evil. So, it calls to the © 
best of all things. Allaah (48) says: 


CP ol Ges OIA 13 BD 
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«This Qur'aan surely guides to all that is 
better and gives glad news to the 
believers.» ' 


IT DOES NOT GUIDE THE NONBELIEVERS 
The guidance of the Our'aan only benefits the 


believers. As for the nonbelievers, they are blinded 
from seeing its beauty and guidance. Allaah (88) says: 


1 Soorat al-Israa’ 17:9. 
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«Say (O Muhammad), “It (the Our'aan) is 
for the believers guidance and cure. As 
for those who do not believe, there is 


deafness in their ears, and it is blindness 
upon them.”» ` 





It is as though the 
hearts of the nonbelievers 
are locked up, so they 
are not able to see the 
guidance of the Qur'aan. 





Allaah (88) says: 


1 “4 
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«Should they not try to understand the 
Qur'aan, or are there locks on their 
hearts?» * 


1 Soorat Fussilat 41:44. 
2 Soorat Muhammad 47:24. 
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TYPES OF GUIDANCE 


The guidance of the Our'aan is of three different types: 


1 


The Our'aan guides to the correct beliefs that we 
must have, such as the belief in Allaah, His angels, 
His books, His messengers, and the Last Day. 


The Qur'aan guides to the correct ways of 
worshiping Allaah (38). It teaches us what actions 
please Him so that we would do them, and what 
actions anger Him so that we would not do them. 
For example, it commands us to pray and fast, and 
it tells us not to gamble or drink alcohol. 


The Qur'aan guides to good manners. It teaches us 
how to purify our souls. It also teaches us how to 
have a good relationship with the other people and 
how to have a strong brotherhood with the 
believers. It guides us to truthfulness, patience, 
mercy, kindness to our parents, and so on. 


The Qur’aan Is a Miracle 


The Our'aan is a great miracle. It is Allaah’s Book. 
Humans cannot come up with any book like it or even 
close to it. 
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ALLAAH'S WORDS 


The Qur'aan is the speech of Allaah (4£), the One Who 
created everything. His speech and words are not like 
those of His creation. His words are much better and 
more supreme. That is because nothing is like Him. 
Allaah (8%) says about Himself: 


VY ey Cr ALAS peed 
«Nothing is like Him.» ' 


No one is like Allaah. And nothing is like His Book. 
His book is so great — but most people are blinded 
from seeing its true beauty and power. If they could 
see the truth, they would know that even a mountain 
would break down to pieces from the power of the 
Qur'aan. 


Allaah (48) says: 
lS ASTI Jo! ska SIAT TILA Os] N) 
YY od! (i) 1023 3 ES 


«Had we sent down this Our'aan upon a 
mountain, you would surely have seen it 
humble and cracking from fearing 
Allaah.» ° 


1 Soorat ash-Shooraa 42:11. 
2 Soorat al-Hashr 59:21. 
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THE ETERNAL MIRACLE 


Because of the power and greatness of the Our'aan, no 
one can write a book similar to it. 

Allaah (38) challenged the people at the time . of the 
Prophet Muhammad (8) by saying: 


Le ol ale alls ul e BA 122 
vei alin sa PAN a 


«Say (O Muhammad), E all human 
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beings and jinn gathered in order to make 
a book similar to this Our'aan, they could 
never make one like it, even if they were 
all helping each other.”» ` 


The people failed to make anything like the 
Qur'aan. So Allaah (8%) challenged them to make only 
one soorah (or chapter) like it. They could not do that 
either. 


J ope Kn a Uae | e 155 Ua i i ES al) 
YY Ba) CO nS dh 18 ail 533 oh os: lee (one 


«And if you are in doubt concerning that 
which We have sent down to Our servant 
(Muhammad), then make one soorah like 
it, and call upon your helpers besides 
Allaah, if you were truthful.» * 


The Qur’aan was revealed in the language of the 
Arabs. The Arabs were very good in their language. 
Among them were great poets and speakers. Many of 
them tried hard to match the Qur’aan. However, by 
their own judgment, they all failed to match even a 
single soorah! | 


1 Soorat al-Israa’ 17:88. 
2 Soorat al-Bagarah 2:24. 
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THE GREATEST MIRACLE 


The Our'aan will always be a miracle that no one can 
imitate. And the Our'aanic miracle will always bring 
more believers into Islaam than any other miracle. 

Aboo Hurayrah (48) reported that the Prophet (&) 
said: 


J E ES w gill as E T= Kat E 


<Every single nai was given miracles 
that make the people believe in him. And 
I was only given a revelation from Allaah, 
so I hope to have the most followers on 
the Day of Resurrection.» ` 


1 This hadeeth is recorded by al-Bukhaaree (4981, 7274), 
Muslim (152), and others. 
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Ouestions and Exercises a 





1. In the following table, check all true 
statements (11 points): 


N Statement mr 
a The Our'aan guides the believers. N | 
b The Our'aan guides the nonbelievers. N 


A few people succeeded in writing soorahs 
similar to those of the Our'aan. | 


The original meaning of the word “Qur'aan” 
“sacred” .. 


Allaah promised to protect the Qur'aan from 
changes. 


I£ |The Qur'aan is a miracle to the creation. F 

£ All of the Qur'aan is Allaah’s words. N 
The power of the Our'aan can break down | 
* everything except mountains. 


i |The Qur'aan guides people in their beliefs, acts 
of worship, and dealings with each other. 


The Our'an should be changed and expanded to 
make it more complete and useful. 


alae oop et All prophets had miracles. 
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2. Check all true names of the Our'aan (6 points): 


The Hagg (Truth) E 


The Kitaab (Book) 


The Oudus (Holy) N 















The Thikr (Reminder) g 
The Furgaan (Criterion) | 


3. List at least 10 gualities of the Qur'aan mentioned in. 


Ouality 


this chapter (10 points): 
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— 4. Check the name of the prophet who will have the 
most followers on Resurrection Day (2 points): 


me T 
esa |] (Mahomed 


5. Check the number of specialized experts needed to 
write a book similar to the Qur'aan (2 points): 
































CHAPTER 5 


REVELATION & RECORDING OF 
THE OUR'AAN 


In this chapter, we learn how the Our'aan reached us. 
In other words, how it was revealed by Allaah (38) to 
His Messenger Muhammad ($$), and how the Muslims 
after the Prophet ($) learnt and recorded it. 


Revelation of the Qur’aan 
SENDING THE QUR’AAN DOWN TO THE LOWEST HEAVEN 


Allaah (#) sent down the Qur'aan to the lowest 
heaven in the month of Ramadhaan. Allaah says: 


al gb SIGHT ag Ji Si blinds, 2 
VAO 5 JI ou, Ra oe a i 
«The month of Ramadhaan in which the 
Qur'aan was sent down — a guidance for 


people, and clear proofs for Geange and 
criterion.» 


1 Soorat al-Baqarah 2:185. 


63 
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In particular, the Qur'aan was sent down on a most 
blessed night of Ramadhaan. Allaah - says: 


0 A SO take SU 


«We have surely sent this (the Quraan) — 
down in a blessed night. Surely, We 
always warn (the people). During that 
night, every wise command is made by Us 
(by Allaah). Surely, We always send (the | 
messengers for guidance).» ' 


This blessed night is called Laylat ul-Qadr, or the 
Night of Decree. Allaah (38) says: 


oá a aoa Gs aa 3 vi EA ED 


«Verily! We have sent it doni during the 
Night of Decree. And what will make you 
know what is the Night of Decree? The 
Night of Decree is better than a thousand 
months.» * 


1 Soorat ad-Dukhaan 44:3-5. 
2 Soorat al-Qadr 97:1-3. 
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Yes, this blessed night is better than a thousand 
months. It is the night in which the Lord of the 
creation sent down His noble Book, so that it would be 
taken down after that to His noble ME e 
Muhammad ($). 


SENDING JIBREEL WITH THE QUR’ AAN DOWN TO THE PROPHET 


The Qur'aan was taken down from the lowest heaven 
to the Prophet (4) by the mighty angel Jibreel (2). 
Allaah (4£) says: 


O HAI Cail 4 J O i D, Jd SN 
VALA cl aid] (O Shell Ge KS) ALMS | J 


«And truly, this (the Our'aan) is sent 
down (gradually) from the Lord of the 
creation. The trustworthy Spirit (Jibreel) 
brought it down upon your heart (O 
Muhammad), so that you would be of 
those who warn (the people).» ' 


THE OUR'AAN WAS REVEALED GRADUALLY 
The Qur'aan was not sent down to the Prophet (2) in 


one big chunk. It was sent down gradually over along 
time. Allaah (4£) says: 


1 Soorat ash-Shu‘araa’ 26:192-194. 
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(ESA be ull (Ae (N KI 235 Ue 55) 
VILI EO Yy iy 


«And it is a Qur’aan which We have 
separated (in time) so that you might 
recite it to the people over a long period. 
And we have sent it down gradually.» ` 


Over twenty-three years, Jibreel continued to visit 
the Prophet Muhammad ($$), bringing with him aayaat 
after aayaat of the Our'aan. | 

Why was the Qur'aan revealed to the Prophet (&) 
in small portions over twenty-three years? Among the 
reasons for this are the following: 


1. HONORING THE PROPHET (&) AND STRENGTHENING 
HIS HEART. When the Prophet () regularly received 
revelation, he felt that his Lord and Master, 
Allaah (8), was always with him and did not 
forsake him. He felt that Allaah was always ready 
to help and protect him. Allaah (38) says: 


"ao, HS Sal ale UE VP Las Gal JE 
PY SUU (O Ysi AUK, N a LEH has 


«Those who disbelieve said, ”Why was 
the Qur'aan not revealed to him as one 


1 Soorat al-Israa’ 17:106. 
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piece?” That is because We want to 
strengthen your heart with it. And We 
have revealed it gradually.» ' 


2. GIVING THE PEOPLE NEW INSTRUCTIONS AS THE 


1 


OCCASIONS CAME UP. The teachings of Islaam came to 
the people gradually, changing them from their old 
lite of ignorance and disbelief to the new life of 
purity and goodness. This did not happen suddenly, 
but was done slowly and gradually. The Our'aan 
was revealed gradually to help the people deal with 
those changes in their lives. 


ANSWERING OUESTIONS THAT WERE POSED TO THE 
PROPHET (8). The Muslims, Jews and other people 
asked the Prophet (8) questions about matters that 
he did not know. He had to wait for the revelation 
to bring him the answers. We often see in the 
Qur’aan things like: 


o 7 3 
3 o 40 z 


«They ask you about (such-and-such), say 
(such-and-such) ...» 


MAKING IT EASIER FOR THE COMPANIONS TO LEARN 
AND MEMORIZE THE OUR'AAN BIT AFTER BIT. It would 
have been extremely difficult for the sahaabah to 
memorize the Our'aan if it were revealed all at once. 


Soorat al-Furgaan 25:32. 
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Because of the gradual revelation, the sahaabah 
finished understanding and memorizing one part of 
the Qur’aan before the next part was revealed. This 
way, the Qur’aan was very well preserved in the 
hearts of the sahaabah. 


THE FIRST AND LAST AAYAAT THAT WERE REVEALED 


The first aayaat that were revealed to the Prophet (8), 
at the age of forty, are the following: 


s Gayl GEO GE gil a LL [3 
O elät, ple gi O LAT ahs IAI O gle 
0— V ak (O pba JU EYI ae 


«Read, with the Name of your Lord Who 
created — He created the human being 
from a sticky thing (in the mothers 
womb). Read; and your Lord is the most 
Generous. He is the One who taught by 
the pen; He taught the human being that 
which he did not know.» ' 


There are different opinions as to the last aayah that 
was revealed *. Most probably, the last aayah that was 
revealed to the Prophet (#8), a little before his death, 


1 Soorat al-’Alag 96:1-5. 
2 Review Fath ul-Baaree (Tafseer of Soorat al-Bagarah) for a discussion 
of this. 
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when he was sixty-three years old, was the following: 


3 A 
| or 208 | 


JS s pb TM 445 55905 Lei 1,5] 
VAN LAJI (O Gall Y 455 CLS Ul 
«And fear a Day when you will be 
returned to Allaah. Every soul will then 
be awarded (good or bad) according to 


what it earned (in the first life), and they 
will not be treated unfairly.» ' 


Preservation of the Qur’aan 
ALLAAH’S PROMISE 


Allaah (36) promised to protect the Qur'aan from all 
harm and changes. He (48) said: 


a ad! (05 gad AI Ul GST WS 153 ED 


«Surely, it is We who have sent down the 
Thikr; and surely, it is We who will gaurd 
it.» ° 


And Allaah (48) tells us that no falsehood can come 
to the Our'aan from any direction. He says: | 


1 Soorat al-Bagarah 2:281. 
2 Soorat al-Hijr 15:9. 
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D E oo JETT ask YO Fe LAS So 
£ Y— E eda 40 dead Sb oo Ju oe 


«And it surely is a noble Book. Falsehood 
cannot come to it from before it or behind 
it. It is sent down from a Wise and 
Praiseworthy One.» ' 


Allaah (8%) fulfilled his promise and preserved the 
Qur'aan. The Qur'aan is now exactly the same as it was 
revealed to the Prophet (58). 


MEMORIZING THE QUR’AAN 


Most of the early Arabs did not know how to read or 
write. But they were very good in memorizing things. 
They would easily memorize hundreds of lines of 
poetry. When the Qur’aan was revealed, it was easy for 
them to quickly memorize it. 

A large number of the sahaabah memorized the 
Qur'aan during the lifetime of the Prophet ($). Among 
them were four that the Prophet (8) especially 
mentioned: 


. ‘Abdullaah Bin Mas'ood (4$) 

. Ubayy Bin Ka'b (4) 

. Mu'aath Bin Jabal 

. Saalim, the servant of Aboo Huthayfah ($) 


PP O N Re 


1 Soorat Fussilat 41:41-42. 
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'Abdullaah Bin ‘Amr, ‘Abdullaah Bin ‘Umar, and 
'Abdullaah Bin Mas'ood (de) all said that the 
Prophet (8) said: 


p, < 
o 2 FL o z o? < ut 00 Fog -2 
44 aa é N Pa 2r ö Sv og 
(day Jo cst! J o des J op skews eS 


<Learm the Quraan from four men: 
'Abdullaah Bin Mas'ood, Ubayy Bin Ka'b, 
Mu'aath Bin Jabal, and Saalim, Aboo 
Huthayfah's servant.» ' 


WRITING THE OUR'AAN 


The Prophet ($) ordered some of his 
companions to write the revelation. 
Every time some dayaat were 
revealed, he told them to write them. 





wahy were: 


‘Alee Bin Abee Taalib (48) 
Muʻaawiyah Bin Abee Sufyaan (te) 
Ubayy Bin Ka'b (#) 

Zayd Bin Thaabit (4) 


R a 


1 This hadeeth is recorded by al-Bukhaaree (3758, 3806, 3808, 4999), 
Muslim (2462), and others. 
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When an aayah was revealed, the Prophet (&) 
would tell his writers (or scribes) in which soorah and 
which place of the soorah to write it. 

These and other companions wrote the Qur’aan on 
various things that they could find. There was no 
paper at that time. So they wrote the Our'aan on 
leather, wide shoulder bones of animals, thin and flat 
pieces of wood and bark, and so on. 

During the Prophet's (8$) lifetime, the sahaabah could 
not yet collect all of the Our'aan in one book, because 
more and more of it was still being revealed. 


COLLECTING THE OUR'AAN IN ONE VOLUME 


The revelation stopped with the death of the 
Prophet ($$). It was then possible for the sahaabah to 
collect it in one book. But this was not done right. 
away. 

Aboo Bakr as-Siddeeg (4) was the khaleefah (ruler) 
of the Muslims after the Prophet (8). During his time, 
the Muslims fought a great battle called ”al- 
Yamaamah” against the nonbelievers. The Muslims 
won this battle, but many of the Muslims who had 
memorized the Qur'aan were killed. 

Aboo Bakr, ‘Umar, and other great sahaabah (>) 
were afraid that when most of those who memorized 
the Qur’aan died, some parts of the Qur’aan would be 
lost. So Aboo Bakr commanded Zayd Bin Thaabit to 
collect the Qur’aan in one volume. 

Zayd was very careful in collecting the Qur'aan. He 
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himself had memorized and written it during the 
Prophet's (8) time. Yet, he looked for all what was 
written by other trusted sahaabah during the 
Prophet's (88) time. He wanted to make sure that no. 
mistakes were made by himself or anyone else. 

After Zayd finished his work, Aboo Bakr and the. 
other sahaabah reviewed the collected Qur’aan and 
agreed that it was correct and complete. 

So, for the first time, the Our'aan was collected in 
one volume or mus-haf. “Mus-haf’ means a collection of 
“suhuf” or sheets. 

After that, Aboo Bakr (4) sent the completed Mus- 
haf to Hafsah (w), the daughter of ‘Umar (48) and the 
wife of the Prophet ($). Hafsah, the Mother of the 
Believers, kept this “master copy” of the Qur’aan with 
her. If anyone wanted to write another copy of the 
Qur’aan, he had to check it against the “master copy” 
to make sure that it had no mistakes. 


THE MUS-HAF OF ‘UTHMAAN 


The second khaleefah was 
‘Umar ($), and the third was 
‘Uthmaan (4). During 'Umar's 
and ‘Uthmaan’s rule, the Muslims 
conquered many nations, and 
large numbers of people from far į Ja 
lands (like Egypt, Persia, and India) became Muslim. 
The new Muslims learned the Our'aan from the 
sahaabah and their students. But many of them could 
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not recite it the same way they learned it. They started 
changing it little by little. They even started writing 
wrong copies of the Qur’aan. 

‘Uthmaan heard of this and was afraid that if it 
continued, the Muslims who lived in far away lands 
would soon be reading something completely different 
from the true Qur’aan. | 

‘Uthmaan (8) commanded four of the sahaabah to 
write the Qur’aan in new mus-hafs. Those sahaabah 
were: 


1. Zayd Bin Thaabit (4). 

2. ‘Abdullaah Bin az-Zubayr (t#). 

3. Sa'eed Bin al-'Aas (4). 

4. ‘Abd ur-Rahmaan Bin al-Haarith Bin Hishaam (4). 


These four men borrowed the master Mus-haf from 
Hafsah, wrote four or five copies of it, and gave it back 
to her. _ 

The soorahs in 
the new mus-hafs 
were arranged in 
the right order as 
from the time of the 
Prophet (8). Also, 
the new mus-hafs 
were written in 
such a way that no 
one would be able 
to make mistakes in 
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reading them. | 

The other sahaabah carefully reviewed the new mus- 
hafs. All of them agreed that they were complete and 
correct. From that time on, they were accepted by the 
whole Muslim Ummah as being exact and correct copies 
of the Our'aan. 

‘Uthmaan (4) sent a new mus-haf to each of his 
commanders in the distant areas. He ordered the 
commanders to collect all other mus-hafs from the 
people and burn them because they contained 
mistakes. After that, everyone could only copy the 
Our'aan from the new mus-hafs. 

Until today, all mus-hafs are called the mus-hafs of 
‘Uthmaan. This is because they all are copies of the 
master copies that were made during the rule of 
‘Uthmaan (48). 


Description of the Mus-haf 


The Mus-hdf (or Our'aan-book) that we have today is 
the same as the one approved by ‘Uthmaan and the 
other sahaabah. It only has additional marks and signs 
to help us read it more easily. 

The Mus-haf has 114 soorahs (or 
chapters). It starts with al-Faatihah 
and ends with an-Naas. Except for al- 
Faatihah, all other soorahs in the 
beginning of the Our'aan are long. The second one (al- 
Bagarah) is the longest. On the other hand, all soorahs at 











the end of the Our'aan are short. 
Each soorah is divided into short 
portions called aayaat. Soorat al-Bagarah 
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(2) has 286 aayaat. Soorat al-‘Asr (103), 
soorat al-Kawthar (108), and soorat an- 


286 
fants 
Nasr (110) each has only three aayaat. _ 

The Mus-haf was divided = the 
scholars into 30 parts (or juz's) to BO 23 (O) | 
make it easy to read a part every 


day. Each juz’ is divided into two 
half-parts or hizbs. And each hizb is divided into four 
guarters. | 
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Ouestions and Exercises 





1. In the following table, check all true 
statements (12 points): 


N Statement a. 


The Our'aan was revealed to the Prophet (#8) 
ot N 


b The Our'aan was revealed in a blessed ‘The Qur'aan was revealed in a blessed night. | 


c |Only four of the sahaabah memorized the e 
Our'aan. 


N The Prophet (&) usually told four of the - 


to write the Our'aan. 


The sahaabah used paper and ball-point pens to 
write. 

f | Abu Bakr and ‘Umar are the main writers of the 
Our'aan. 


Zayd Bin Thaabit was the chief man in collecting 
the Our'aan. 


h |The Mus-haf of ‘Uthmaan was different from the 
true Qur’aan. 
‘Uthmaan made thousands of copies of the new 
mus-haf. 
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N Statement 


The mus-hafs of today are exact copies of MZ 
mr -haf of ‘Uthmaan. 













ion Mä 
EC Is 











k Mus-haf means a Our'aan book. 


All short soorahs are at the end of the Our'aan. - 





2. The Qur'aan was all revealed to the Prophet 
Muhammad (i) (check one only; 2 points): 


During Ramadhaan N In Makkah i) 
Over more than 20 year g During Hijrah | 


3. The Qur'aan was all sent down to the NESE heaven 


ON (check one only; 2 points): 
Laylat ul-Qadr N 


‘Eed ul-Fitr | E 
‘Eed ul-Adhaa g The day of 'Arafah g 


4. The Qur'aan was delivered from Allaah (4£) to the 
Prophet Muhammad (5%) by (check one only; 2 points): 


Dreams ä Various angels 5 


Jibreel Direct Inspiration 































| Answer questions posed to the Prophet (8) E 
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5. The Qur'aan was revealed to the Prophet ($) in 
small portions in order to (only check the correct answers; 7 


points): 






Reason 


Honor the Prophet (EE) 
Strengthen the heart of the Prophet (18) E 


Give the Prophet (f) time to do other things 













Wait for an angel to bring it to the lowest heaven 


Provide instructions for new situations g 


Make it easier for the Companions to memorize it. 8 






6. The first portion revealed from the Our'aan was 
(check one only; 2 points): 


Soorat al-Muzzammil (aayah 1 to 7) | 
Soorat al-’Alag (aayah 1 to 5) a 


7. The last portion revealed from the Qur’aan was 


Soorat al-Bagarah (aayah 281) s 


Soorat al-Maa'idah (aayah 3) E 






Soorat al- 





Faatihah 





(check one only; 2 points): 


Soorat an-Naas N 
Soorat an-Nasr | 
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8. Among the means for preserving the Our'aan were 
the following (only check the correct answers; 5 points): 







Many of the Companions and other Muslims 
memorized the whole Our'aan 


Some of the nonbelievers tried to make up aayaa 
similar to the Our'aan 


Some of the Companions and other Muslims ve 
The sahaabah after the Prophet (8) compiled th 
Our'aan in one volume | 


the whole Our'aan 
The Our'aan was recorded on tapes and disks E 


9. Fill the following with appropriate numbers (7 points): 


















Number of soorahs of the Our'aan 


Number of juz's of the Our'aan ua 
Number of hizbs of the Our'aan ae 


Number of quarters in each juz’ 


Number of aayaat of Soorat al-Bagarah i 


Number of aayaat of the shortest soorah 


Number of aayaat of Soorat al-Faatihah NN 











CHAPTER 6 
RECITING & LEARNING THE QUR’AAN 


People recite the Our'aan more than any other book in 
the world. This is not surprising when we learn of the 
great rewards for reciting it. 


Rewards for Reciting the Qur’aan 
A MOST PROFITABLE TRADE 


Those who recite the Qur’aan and do other good 
deeds) have the most profitable business — one that 
never loses, and that has a permanent profit. 
Allaah (8%) says: 


Ga aan Stall LolSl, aul CES 5,30 00 MI 39 

| N 2 3, ene W PO Bee Gee &- ree 

vA pae (© DE ra a do D LA y | pu m) 
«Surely, those who recite Allaah's Book, 
establish the prayer, and spend (charity) 


from what We gave them — both in secret 
and in public — can hope for a most 


81 
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profitable bargain (in Jannah)» ' 
MULTIPLIED REWARDS 


For every letter that we read of the Our'aan, we get ten 
rewards! ‘Abdullaah Bin Mas'ood (4) reported that the 
Prophet (&#) said: 


a i K E EAD + 70 E / jo / 0 
(JI) Jl YY ol L] ae 19555 SSG GLa 1,575)» 


o o r 


CBE ss Je Rey GRE T ike SIKS = 


<Recite the Qur'aan, because you will 
then be rewarded for + I surely do not 
count “Alif, laam, meem” as one letter; but 
“Alif” is ten (rewards), “Laam” is ten, and 
“Meem” is ten» * 


‘Abdullaah Bin Mas'ood (4) also reported that the 
Prophet (3) said: 


Hoa, AS a J AS il OLS iy HEISA 
o> | SN a5 (ll) LY. nupa 


0, +s 


(C. S 69 > oY 


Soorat Faatir 35:29. 

2 This hadeeth is recorded by al-Khateeb al-Baghdaadee, Ibn Abee 
Shaybah, and others. It is declared to be authentic by al-Albaanee 
(As-Saheehah no. 660 & Saheeh ul-Jaami' no. 1164). 


j= 
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<A person who reads one letter from 
Allaah's Book gets one good deed for it, 
and a good deed is multiplied ten times. 
I do not count ”Alif, laam, meem” as one 
letter; but “Alif” is one letter, “Laam” one 
letter, and “Meem” one letter.» ' 


INTERCESSION ON THE LAST DAY 


On the Day of Resurrection (when the people are 
raised from death), the Our'aan will intercede for those 
who used to read it in this life. “Intercede” means that 
it will ask Allaah to forgive them. 

Aboo Umaamah (48) said that the Prophet (8) said: 


il lask KALA a SU SEL 195731 
> 52 ave Leg N P S] lA Bey 
tbe 4058 LE I oll LU ou 
015 sen Bele niit; ot ya repe 
COEN NO LS US, 855 Wiel SU 


<Recite the Our'aan, because it will come 
on the Day of Resurrection to intercede 
for its friends. Recite the two glorious 


1 This hadeeth is recorded by at-Tirmithee and al-Haakim. It is 
declared to be authentic by al-Albaanee (Hidaayat- -ur-Ruwaah 
no. 2079 & Saheeh ul-Jaami' no. 6469). 
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soorahs, al-Bagarah and Aal ‘Imraan, 
because they will come on the Day of 
Resurrection like two clowds, or two 
flocks of birds flying with their wings 
spread, and they will be arguing for the 
sake of their friends. Recite Soorat al- 
Bagarah, because there is blessing in 
leaming it, and leaving it brings regret, 
and magicians cannot face it.> '. 


The ”friends” of the Our'aan are those who read it 
much in this life. Only they will be helped by the 
Our'aan on the Last Day. 


HiGH LEVELS IN JANNAH 


Those who read and memorize Our'aan 
in this life will be in high levels (or ~> 
places) in Jannah. The more that we read 5 
and learn of the Qur'aan in this life, the * , 
higher that our level will be in Jannah — in shaa’‘a llaah. 

‘Abdullaah Bin ‘Amr (te) said that the Prophet (8) 
said: 





34 | 3 r o o 
we à “8 o gee TI CA ees pea By, 4 
Ey AS LS Jo 035513 1,51 OL JI poles Ja 
| ° g e T o N PA o, @ W od ‘ 
C 545 CSS al 5] Jie i) GL LSI 3 
<The person with Qur'aan (in memory) 


1 This hadeeth is recorded by Muslim (804) and Ahmad. 
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will be told, ”Read and rise, and recite as 
you did in the first life. Your final level 
will surely be where is the last aayah that 
you used to read.» ' 


This is explained more in the following hadeeth by 
Aboo Sa'eed al-Khudree (4) that the Prophet ($) said: 


2 o 


PES S Uko rae ae 354. LI JES 18] OLA smoke] JU» 
i, o <, hi ier GS ap 8 grrr S460 ve 
(Ame 6 gi >| E ee 


‘The person with Qur’aan (in memory) 
will be told after entering Jannah, “Read 
and rise.” So he will 
read and rise, one level 

<a; 
for every aayah, until—S 
he finishes reading all A 
what he knew.» * 





DRIVING SATAN AWAY 


The devils like to be in 
graveyards, toilets, waste 
yards, and other places where 


1 This hadeeth is recorded by Aboo Daawood, Ahmad, and others. 
It is verified to be authentic by al-Albaanee (as-Saheehah no. 2240 
& Saheeh ul-Jaami' 8122). 

2 This hadeeth is recorded by Ibn Maajah, Ahmad, and others. It is 
verified to be authentic by al- saanee (as-Saheehah no. 2240 & 
Saheeh ul-Jaami' 8121). 
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Allaah is not mentioned. The Prophet (&#) tells us that 
we should not make our homes like graveyards. 
Rather, we should pray and read Our'aan in them, and 
this would drive the devils away. This is especially 
true for Soorat al-Bagarah (2). 

Aboo Hurayrah (4%) reported that the Prophet (E) 


said: 
pe as Uaid S| pls Soo (a Y 
«5 aed Lak oe rom) 


<Do not make your homes like 
graveyards. Surely, Satan runs away from 
a house in which soorat al-Bagarah is 
read.» ` 


COMPANY OF THE ANGELS 


If it is difficult for a person to recite the Qur’aan, he 
should not give up and stop reading it. Rather, he 
should make more effort to read it, because he will get 
an additional reward just for making this effort. 

Our Mother 'Aa'ishah (vw) said that the 
Prophet (8) said: 


p GUS 55 JI AA SII Al ja shall "Allin 
(3 N JA JA PK 
cl Gus E Acacl SIAN 


1 This hadeeth is recorded by Muslim (780). 
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<A person who is skillful (or good) in 
reading the Our'aan is with the noble and 
good messengers (of the angels). And a 
person who stammers when he reads the 
Our'aan and it is difficult for him gets a 
double reward.» ' 


Excellence of Learning and Teaching the Our'aan 
THE BEST OCCUPATION 

The best thing that we could do is learn Allaah's Book 
or teach it. ‘Uthmaan (4) reported that the 


Prophet (8%) said: 


9 a 3 
Sr pyre ojo £ 1/49 / 0 Son 


<The best among you is the one who 
learns the Qur'aan and teaches it.» 


PEACE, MERCY, AND HIGH PRAISE 







There are many great 
rewards for those who sit 
together to read and stud 
the Our'aan. Allaah sends 


down over them peace and 


1 This hadeeth is recorded by al-Bukhaaree (4937) and Muslim (798). 
2 This hadeeth is recorded by al-Bukhaaree (5027, 5028). 
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mercy; the angels would sit around them; and Allaah 
tell the angels in the heavens how pleased He is with 
them. 

Aboo Hurayrah PUSA that the Prophet (&) said: 


eth, tests | MÄ JN Y. Be ke: 


A. 


(C. aie Cyd k] ASS; ÁKI ls A> SI 


«Every time a group of people get together 
in one of Allaah’s houses (or masjids) to 
recite Allaah’s Book and study it together, 
peace would come down over them, mercy 
would flow among them, the angels 
would surround them, and Allaah would 
tell about them to those (angels) who are 
close to Him.> ` 


Al-Baraa’ Bin 'Aazib (48) reported that once a man 
was reading soorat al-Kahf. Next to him was a horse 
tied with two ropes. A cloud appeared over the man 
and started coming closer and closer. The horse became 
restless and started jumping about. In the morning, 
that man came to the Prophet (8) and told him about 
what happened. The Prophet (&#) said: 


of bb OSS SOJ Us» 


1 This hadeeth is recorded by Muslim (2699) and others. 
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<That was the peace that came down 
because of (recitation of) the Qur'aan.» ` 


The cloud consisted of angels who brought peace 
and serenity with them, but their presence made the 
horse nervous. This hadeeth is similar to the one that we 
mentioned in Part 2 of this series (Knowing the Angels) 
in regard to Usayd Bin Hadayr who was a soorat 
al-Bagarah. * 


Sincerity in Reciting the Qur’aan 


All of our acts of worship should be done with 
sincerity. This means that we should do them purely 
for the pleasure of Allaah, and not for the people. 

This is true about reciting and studying the Our'aan. 
We should only do this for the pleasure of Allaah, and 
not for showoff or other worldly gains. 

Mu'aawiyah and ‘Abd-ur-Rahmaan Bin Shibl ($) 
reported that the Prophet ($) said: 


Yo ake 145 YG cas Lochs Ga 19573)» 
Ca BaRa Yy ca LATE Y aa | bed 
<Recite the Qur'aan and follow it. Do not 
1 This hadeeth is recorded by al-Bukhaaree (3614, 4839, 5011) and 


Muslim (795). 
2 This hadeeth is recorded by Muslim (796). 





Chapter 6 | 90 Eemaan Made Easy - 3. 


turn away from it; do not go to extremes 
in regard to it, do not seek food with it, 
and do not seek worldly gains with it.» ' 


This hadeeth also tells us that we should follow the 
Our'aan and do as it tells us. We should not turn away 
from it or disobey it. We should try to understand it 
correctly as it was understood by the sahaabah. | 

If a person does not understand the Our'aan, he 
would not be able to tell what is right from what is 
wrong. That would make him go to extremes and 
wrong ways in interpreting it. He would think that he 
is following the Qur’aan when he is not. 

Also, ‘Imraan Bin Husayn (4) reported that th 
Prophet (#8) said: — | 
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<Recite the Our'aan, and ask Allaah (for 

His favors) with it. In the future, there 
= will be those who will recite the Qur'aan 

and ask people (for favors) with it.> ° 


1 This hadeeth is recorded by Ahmad and others. It is declared to 
be authentic by al-Albaanee (as-Saheehah no. 260 & Saheeh ul-Jaami' 
no. 1168). = 

2 This hadeeth is recorded by Ahmad and others. It is declared to 

> be authentic by al-Albaanee (as-Saheehah nos. 257-259 & Saheeh ul- 
Jaami’ no. 259). 
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A teacher or reciter of Our'aan may not have any 
source of income, which would necessitate paying him 
for his teaching or recitation. Even so, it should be 
known to him and those who pay him that the pay is 
not for performing this act of worship, but is only a 
compensation for the time and effort that he should 
spend in order to excel in his work. 


Etiguettes for Reciting and Studying the Our'aan 


There are many aadaab (or etiguettes) in reciting the 
Our'aan and studying it. In this section, we mention 
the most important ones. 


SEEKING ALLAAH'S PROTECTION AGAINST SATAN 


Before starting to recite Our'aan, we should ask Allaah 
to protect us from Satan. Allaah (88) says: 


o < o o < 
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«When you recite Qur'aan, seek Allaah's 
protection from the outcast Satan.» ' 


— Satan is outcast (rajeem), which means that he is far 
removed from Allaah's mercy. This is so because he 


1 Soorat an-Nahl 16:98. 
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disobeyed Allaah more than anyone else of His 
creation. So he deserved Allaah’s anger and 
punishment. | 
Satan likes to turn our minds and hearts away from 
listening to Allaah's words and benefitting from them. 
This is why we seek Allaah's protection against him. 


LISTENING TO THE RECITATION 


When we hear someone reciting Qur'aan, we should. 
become guiet and listen to him with attention. 


3 3 €, 3 70 oA g BA ar 
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«When the Qur’aan is recited, listen to it 
and pay attention, so that you may receive 
mercy (from Allaah).» ' 


When we hear the Qur’aan recited on the radio or 
tape player, we should not talk or do any impolite acts. 
If we must talk, we should first stop the recitation. 
RECITING IN A NICE WAY 
We should recite the Qur’aan in a nice way. Al-Baraa’ 


Bin ‘Aazib (4%) reported that the Prophet ($) said: 


1 Soorat al-A'raaf 7:204. 
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‘Beautify the Qur'aan with your voices. 
Surely, a nice voice adds to the beauty of 
the Qur'aan.» ' 


Aboo Hurayrah (48) said that the Prophet ($) said: 


ty 48 OL ML Sipe is Cod Sd be ot sl 55] on 


<Allaah does not listen to anything as 
much as He listens to a prophet of nice 
voice loudly reciting the Qur'aan.» ? 


The nice way of reciting the Our'aan is called 
tajweed, which is to recite in a melodious way. Every 
Muslim should recite the Our'aan with tajweed. 

Aboo Hurayrah (4) said that the Prophet (8) said: 


ofl L385 J jä eG 


<He is not one of us who does not recite 
the Qur'aan melodiously.> ° 


— Reciting “melodiously” does not mean singing the 


1 This hadeeth is recorded by ad-Daarimee, al-Haakim, and others. 
It is verified to be authentic by al-Albaanee (as-Saheehah no. 771 
& Saheeh ul-Jaami' no. 3581). 

2 This hadeeth is recorded by al-Bukhaaree (5023, 5024, 7482, 7544) 
and Muslim (792). 

3 This hadeeth is recorded by al-Bukhaaree (7527). 
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Qur’aan with musical tones like a song. Singing the 
-< Qur'aan is prohibited because it is like playing with 
the words of Allaah. 


SHOWING FEAR 


We should read the Qur'aan with attention and 
understanding. We should have great respect for it 
because it is the saying of Allaah the Greatest. We 
should have fear in our heart when we read about the 
punishment of the disobedient nations and about 
hellfire. A true believer who pays attention to his 
recitation would fear Allaah, and this fear would show 
in his recitation. 

Ibn ‘Abbaas, Ibn ‘Umar, and 'Aa'ishah ($) all 
reported that the Prophet ($) said: 
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<The best person in reciting Qur'aan is 
the one that when you hear him you feel 
that he fears Allaah.» ` 


The Prophet () and his companions (de) often 
cried from fear when they read the Our'aan or listened 


1 This hadeeth is recorded by al-Bayhagee and others. It is verified 
to be authentic by al-Albaanee (as-Saheehah no. 1583 & Saheeh ul- 
Jaami' no. 194). 
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to it. They cried because they understood the true 
power of Allaah: He can easily punish for the sins, and 
His punishment is most painful. They also cried from 
longing to Allaah and looking forward to meeting Him 
in Jannah. May Allaah (3£) make our hearts filled with 
loving Him, fearing Him, and longing to meet Him. 


RECITING SLOWLY 


We should not rush in reciting the Qur’aan, and we 
should not connect the aayaat. Rather, we should read 
slowly, one aayah at a time, as was the recitation of the 
Prophet (#8). | 

Umm Salamah (1) was asked about the 
Prophet's (8) recitation of the Qur'aan. She replied: 


“He used to break his recitation to one 
aayah followed by one aayah: Bismillaah ir- 
rahmaan irraheem. Al-hamdu lillaahi rabb il- 
‘aalameen. Ar-rahmaan ir-raheem. Maaliki 
yawm id-deen.” ' 


FREQUENT STUDY OF THE QUR’AAN 


We should always study and review the Qur’aan. If we 
stops doing this, we will forget some of the parts that 
we have learned. 

Aboo Moosaa al-Ash‘aree (4%) reported that the 


1 This is recorded by Ahmad, Aboo Daawood, and others. It is 
verified to be authentic by al-Albaanee (Irwaa’ ul-Ghaleel no. 343). 
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Prophet ($) said: 
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‘Take good care of (memorizing) this 
Qur'aan. By the One that Muhammad's 
life is in His hand (Allaah), it is more 
easy for the Qur'aan to escape (from your 
memory) than the camels try to escape 
from their ropes.» ' 


MODERATENESS IN RECITING THE OUR'AAN 


We saw above that we should keep reading the 
Our'aan all the time. We should try to finish reading it 
all at least once every month. If we are eager for more 
rewards, we can try to finish it in less than a month. 
But we should never try to finish it in less than three 
days. 

‘Abdullaah Bin ‘Amr ($) reported that the 
Prophet (8%) told him: 


JIM Gath JA ASS got FI 
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1 This hadeeth is recorded by al-Bukhaaree (5033) and Muslim (791). 
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<Recite the (whole) Qur’aan once in a 
month, or recite it in twenty-five (nights), 
or recite it in twenty, or recite it in fifteen, 
or recite it in ten, or recite it in seven, but 
in no less than that. And anyone who 
recites it in less than three nights will not 
understand it.» ' 


We often hear stories that some of the sahaabah, such 
as ‘Uthmaan or ‘Alee ($), finished reciting the whole 
Our'aan in one night. Those stories are untrue, and 
they disagree with the above command ok the 
Prophet (5). 


Deserting the Qur’aan 


Deserting the Qur’aan means to quit reading it, 
listening to it, or following its teachings. Some people, 
even Muslims, desert the Qur’aan. 

It does not matter how many copies of Our'aan 
books, Our'aan cassettes, Our'aan posters, or Our'aan 
computer programs we have. What matters is whether 
or not we make use of the Our'aan that we have. 

Anyone who deserts the Our'aan will possibly be 
punished on the Day of Resurrection, because the 
Messenger (f) will complain to Allaah about him. 
Allaah (38) says: 


1 This hadeeth is recorded by al-Bukhaaree (5052-5054), Muslim 
(1159), and others. 
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«And the messenger will say (on 
Judgment Day), “O my Lord, my people 
have surely abandoned this Our'aan.”» 


1 





May Allaah make us of those who recite the Our'aan 
freguently, memorize it, and follow its teachings — 
aameen. | 


1 Soorat al-Furgaan 25:30. 
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Ouestions and Exercises 





1. In the following table, check all true 
statements (16 points): 


N Statement wi 


We should recite Our'aan to get rewards from 
"i kairaa 


b [We should read the We should read the Qur'aan for money. —— aan for money. 


e We should read the Our'aan to please Allaah. 


We should not go to extremes in interpreting an 
mn aan. 


e |We may desert the Our'aan sometimes. s 


One who reads the Our'aan with difficulty gets 
half the rewards. 


| i Satan likes listening to the Our'aan. 


Our position in Jannah is decided by how muc 
a oi we read. 


The two — secs are al-Bagarah and aal- 
‘Imraan. 


On reciting 10 letters of the Qur’aan, we get 10 
rewards, each reward multiplied 3 times. 


A susa where the Our'aan is not read is like a 
asa 
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Statement 


When we read Our'aan with sincerity, peace and 
serenity come down over us from the heavens. 


m|A good voice adds to the beauty of the Qur’aan. 


l 


ia O 
eee 


n |The Qur'aan should be read with fear. 
The camels run away when the Qur'aan is 


recited. 
We should try to recite the whole Qur'aan in one 
night. U | 


2. Mention six rewards for reciting the Our'aan (6 points): 





1 
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3. Mention seven aadaab for reciting the Qur'aan 
(14 points): | 





4. Mention three things that count as deserting the 
Our'aan (6 points): 
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5. Mention five rewards for learning and teaching the 
Our'aan (5 points): 





6. We may ask favors for reciting the Our'aan from 


(check one only; 2 points): 








ARABIC VOCABULARY 


Aayah Approximately one sentence of the 
Our'aan. Plural: aayaat. 

Scholar. Plural: ‘ulamaa’. 

Servant (of Allaah). = =— 

Al-Ka‘bah |The House of worship in Makkah. | 

| All Muslims face it in their prayers. 


Al-Madeenah |The town in Arabia where the 
Prophet ($) built his Mosque and 
lived the last ten years of his life. 


Eemaan Faith or belief. 


Hadeeth 






= 
; a; 


A saying or an action of the 
Prophet (58). 


Pilgrimage. 


Worshiping and fearing Allaah as if 
you can see Him. 


The hell fire. 


Ihsaan 


ahannam 


103 
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Term Meaning 

annah The gardens of Paradise. 
Jinn Invisible creatures that Allaah created 


from smoke. 


Kaafir One who does not believe in Islaam. 
| Plural: kuffaar. | 


Khutbah Speech. 
Makkah = The hometown of the Prophet ($). 


Masjid = _|Mosque. Place where the Muslims 
| pray. 


|Believer or one who has eemaan. 


, 


= 
= 
S. 
= 


Qadar Destiny or decree. 








Ramadhaan The month of fasting. 


Sahaabee Companion of the Prophet ($). 
|Plural: Sahaabah. 


Salaah The prayer. 
Salaf Early good Muslims. 
Shahaadah — |Testimony. —— 


Sujood Putting the forehead down on the 
ground in prayer to Allaah. | 


Sunnah The Prophet's teachings. 
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a of the Qur'aan. | 
Tafseer = Explanation of the Our'aan. 


Thikr Mentioning Allaah by heart and 
tongue. Plural: athkaar. 


Obligatory charity in Islaam. 
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